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T/Je terms and circumstances of human existence can be
expected to change radically during the next human lifespan. Science, mathematics, and
technology will be at the center of that change--causing it, shaping it, responding to it.
They will therefore be essential to the education of today’s children for tomorrow's world.

What should the substance and character of such education be?

PROJECT 20 61 — begunin 1985, the year
Halley's Comet was last here  is a long-term effort of scientists and educators on behalf
of all children. Its purpose is to help transform the nation's school system so that all
students become well educated in science, mathematics, and technology.

Today's young people will, as adults, greatly influence what
life on carth will be like in 2061, the year Halley's Comet next returns. Being literate in
science is condition for doing so responsibly, as well as or living a full and interesting life.
BENCHMARKS ror Science LiTERACY and its companion

publication, SCIENCE rorR ALL AMERICANS, contribute to that end.
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