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JANUARY 1, 1891.

By T he Ven. Archdeacon of London.

“"WHAT HAST THOU DONE

HERE Is something very awful In
looking out from our little spot
on this little globe Into the dark
unfathomable abysses of space
and eternity. We seem so small,
and they so unutterably vast and
mysterious ! Our little lives are
so short, and the endless regions
of space and eternity seem SO
terrible and confounding ! Even
time itself, which looks to us so
real and so long, does not exist
at all. There 1s no such thing
as time — 1t Is but that little

bit of space which we know about, occuplied with events;
time Is the same to eternity as matter iIs to iInfinite

space; nothing but a portion out of the Immeasurable
depths occi pled by something which mortal minds can

experience. One of the commonest mistakes made by
poets, and in ordinary talk also, is to look  time

agent itself. In reality time does nothing, and Is nothing
we use It as an easy familiar expression for all those cause'

which are working slowly, and which we cannot see
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Unless some positive cause 1S In action no change takes
place even In a thousand years. It I1s simply that we are
here, and that things are happening around us. The earth .
has gone a certain course round the sun, arid brought us
again to the same point where we were twelve months ago.
We have for 365 days been careering through different
parts of space. That Is the meaning of a year. We are
only allowed to go on careering like this and then coming
to the same point a certain number of repetitions In our
lives. During each period certain causes are leading either
to the completion or decay of our bodies, and after we have
spun round with our little globe for 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90,
or at the most 100 circuits, then comes the end. We can
see no further. Others take our place, and we are what Is
called dead. What then 1s the meaning of our being on
this little spinning ball In the midst of eternities and
Immensities ? W hat gave us the consciousness and power
of living upon 1t ? What becomes of us when our bodies
become merely part of the earth itselfagain ? W hat have
we to do with these eternities and immensities, and with
the spirit and life which rules them ?

Unfathomable Sea ! whose waves are years ;
Ocean of Time, whose waters of deep woe
Are brackish with the salt of human tears !

Thou shoreless flood, which In thy ebb and flow
Claspest the limits of mortality ;
And, sick of prey, yet howling on for more,
Vomitest thy wrecks on Its Inhospitable shore ;
Treacherous In calm and terrible In storm,
Who shall put forth on thee,

Unfathomable Sea 1

Poor little pigmies, Insignificant ‘mites that we are, we
should like to stop for a bit. We should like to cry to the
great machine of the Universe as It goes grinding and
crashing along In all i1ts terrific force and speed, Go
slower® But we cannot stop. The Unlverse cannot ¢go
slower. We are hurried along. Day succeeds day, week
succeeds week, month follows month, year swallows up
vear. “A year! A life! What are they ? The telling
of a tale, the passing of a meteor, a dim speck seen for a
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moment on the horizon of the universe, dropping Into
Neternity!”

There are two ways of meeting these anxious and over-
whelming thoughts. One Is by shutting the ears and eyes
to them altogether, and going on as If everything before
us was clear, certain, and safe. That Is the way of the
fool. The other way Is to think them out. That Is the
way of the wise man. We must get the best account of
these mysteries, life and death, and the rest, that we can,
and rest satisfied with that, and be guided by It.

Now all these eternities and iImmensities, and universes,
and scenes and worlds and laws of creation and movements
of the heavenly bodies, and changes of years and seasons,
mean simply that there 1s an Almighty Presence living and
moving everywhere In their powers and forces. These
eternities and immensities and universes are but signs
or manifestations of that awful Being in Whom all things
live and move and have their existence. And as He IS
everywhere present, everywhere feeling, everywhere know-
Ing, everywhere upholding and sustaining, to Him there
IS nothing either great or small, either long or short. He
IS as much with us, little insignificant mites, as He Is with
the mignhtiest orb which flashes Its way In the far-off spaces
a million times as big as our own sun. The only guestion
with Him 1Is whether the object of His creation Is perform-
Ing the end for which It was designed by His all-wise and
all-powerful hand.

These milestones, then, which we call the beginning of
a New Year—when, In our course of careering round In
the universe with our little globe, we have come to the
same point where we were twelve months before—are
God’s own opportunities for making us think. He lays
His hand on our shoulder, and, as He said to Cain, so He
says to us, “ What hast thou done ?”

He sent One like ourselves, whom we could understand,
united to His own Delity, His Son, to tell us what He would
have us to do. In some other and vaster orb His revela-
tion would have been very different. He has also given

us Reason and Conscience as our guides. He has put it
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Into the minds of a long series of Inspired teachers In all
ages of the world to explain to us our destiny, and to
warn and encourage us. He has unfolded to us the
meaning of the Creation so far as 1t I1s useful for us to
know 1t. The only condition Is that these things are
matters of belief to us, and not of knowledge, In order
that we may be trained for our future destiny. So, then,
now and again, at these momentary halting-places, God,,
our Maker, the Creator and Preserver of all things, stops
us short, and says, “ How is it with thee ? W hat hast thou
done 7™

It IS not enough to have eaten and drunk our fill, to
have amused ourselves, and to have slept 365 times during
the careering of the world. Each of us has some special
work and duty to perform. None of us Is born Into the
world to be i1dle. How have we done 1t? Landowner,
legislator, minister, teacher, financier, tradesman, citizen,
scholar, husband, wife, father, mother, son, daughter, each
of you have your own reason for living. Each of you has
a very definite tie and relation to others. God Intends
each one of you to fill a particular place In His creation.
How have you done 1t ? Have you been merely working
for the praise of men, or for your own satisfaction and
aggrandisement, or have you thought wholly and solely of
the eye of God which never sleeps, who has been watching
you all the time ? Have you recognised that you had each
day something that lay directly before you to do, and that
It did not matter whether you were successful or not, so
that you did 1t to God, and with all your heart? Have you
recognised that you could not strip yourself of these duties
and obligations of your position, whether you liked them
or not ? Oh, what bitter thoughts of wasted opportunities
and wilful obstinacies and rebellions must these questions

bring to all ofus!

What hast thou done? That Is not all the question
means. Have we stained our souls by wilful transgressions
against the laws which God has revealed to us for our
good ? Have we deliberately chosen evil when we knew It
to be evilr Have we deliberately told a lie Iinstead of the
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truth ? What does our conscience say ? Day after clay
has gone by. Have we been allowing our earthly and
sensual nature to get the Dbetter of the spiritual ? If we
have, has our repentance been sincere ? Have we tried to
repent at all, or have we gone on cherishing the evlil
polison In our souls ?

But 1t I1s In no unfatherly spirit that thqrAImighty stops
us thus to ask us these terrible questions. Do you not know
that 1t 1s only the goodness of God leading you to re-
pentance ? He Is giving you time to pause and think and
be wise In time. Though the world rolls on so cease-
lessly and remorselessly, though the depths of the stars
shine with so bewildering an eternity of space, though
catastrophes happen In those distant regions, though
disasters on our earth strike us with amazement and
horror, still the deep peaceful spirit of God broods as much
over our little globe and about our hearts as It does In the
awful distance; still the divine Word of God Is ready to
guilde and lead us, and pardon and restore us, and make
us fit for our home hereafter. May He guide and prosper
all our efforts In the coming year ! W. S.

lexerat

E wish to draw special attention to the notice of the
“ Departing Missionaries,” and to express an earnest
hope that our united prayers may ascend to our
gracious God and Father on their behalf.

The usual New Year’s meeting for special prayer and
praise will be held (D.V.) on Thiersday, January 8,
at the offices of the Soclety, at twelve o'clock, when

all friends of the Society are affectionately Invited to
attend.

Our Subscribers and “ Constant Readers ” will perceive that we
have started on the year 1891 with rather a shorter magazine, as the
Committee felt 1t their duty to do all In their power to lessen home
expenditure. We trust, however, that the Magazine will be equally
Interesting, though not containing so much matter.

The number of copies of the “Juvenile Gift” will be curtailed, but a
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sufficient supply will be published to enable us to meet applications from
Hon. Secretaries where there are Juvenile Associations, or a number

of children likely to be Interested In our work.
The following are the subjects for Praise and Prayer for Monday*

January 12 —

1 We heartily praise our gracious God for the many spiritual and
temporal mercies which He has vouchsafed to the Soclety during
the past year.

2. We pray God to open the hearts and hands of His people to aid us
at this time to meet the additional outlay of the three new
mIssIons.

3. We pray God to speed safely to their destinations Mr. Lawrence
and family, Mr. Elkin and his mother and sister, and Mr.
W . R. Gardiner, and to abundantly bless their future labours.

R. AND MRS. LAWRENCE and their family sailed In
the ss. “ Potosi” on November 26, for Sandy Point, on
their way to Ooshoola, where they have made their home
for twenty years. It was but right they should at the
end of that period have a brief holiday In the old country.
But even this was not all holiday, as Mr. Lawrence on
several occasions acted as a deputation for the Society.
His eldest son, John Martin Lawrence, accompanies him,

who after being educated In England has, by his own strong desire,
entered the service of the Society for missionary work at Ooshooia. It
IS expected that they will (D.V.) arrive about Christmas, met by the
“ Allen Gardiner.”

William Reade Gardiner sailed on December 10 In the ss. “ Galiclia,”
for Valparaiso, on his way to Araucania, where he hopes to take up the
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work amongst the Indians begun by his grandfather and father. Mil.
Gardiner has passed the last three years In preparing for this work by
going through a course of medical and surgical study, as well as paro-
chial experience, In Edinburgh, where his labour of love was greatly
valued. He goes out as a volunteer, owing to the fact that the Soclety
was unable, through financial pressure, to put him on the staff at the
present moment. There IS, however, good hope that not long hence the
Committee will be able to do so. Meanwhile some kind friends have
raised ¢£105 for the first year, to enable Mr. Gardiner to supplement his
now slender income. May God speed him ! e

The Rev. W. H. EIlkin, together with his widowed mother and sister
started for Lota by the ss. “ Magellan” on December 24. Mr. EIKIn 1S
the son of one of the former chaplains of Lota, and he succeeds the Rev.
J. A. Dodds, who died there some months ago after several years of active
and faithful service. Mr. EIKIn was ordained by the Bishop of Bedford
at the request of the Bishop of London, and we hope to give In the next
number of the Magazine the beautiful prayer and eloquent sermon of the
Rev. Prebendary Shelford on that occasion.

We trust all our friends will unite with us In fervent prayer for all
those who have thus gone forth at the call of the Lord of the Harvest to
do His work and spread the knowledge of His love In South America.

E Rev. E. C. Aspinall writes —

' - October 1/, 1890.

“ Once again | have an opportunity of writing. | have
much to relate, and have no doubt you will be anxiously
looking out for this letter, as | mentioned In my last that
smallpox had broken out among our people. | think
| told you | had taken prompt measures to stamp It

out, and by God’s mercy have succeeded. As far as | could | burnt
everything that came in contact with the sick, houses, clothes, &c., except
the church, which | most thoroughly fumigated and disinfected. We
have now been free from the scourge for about one month ; we lost ten.
The most of these were not vaccinated, and those that were so only after
the poison was In their veins. None of those vaccinated In time died.
But unfortunately as soon as we had got rid of the one thing we have
had another to fight—namely, the hooping-cough, which was brought
down by one of the children of the Argentine schoolmaster at the same

me as the smallpox; this has, notwithstanding all efforts and care,
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proved most destructive to the children, and is still raging among the
people. The death-rate this year has thus been exceptionally large, and
It 1S with sorrow that | write when | tell you that so far thirty-three have
died since Mr. Lawrence left for England In April last. To make
matters worse | came to the end of my stock of emedicines for the
hooping-cough and other chest diseases. | am now anxiously looking
out for the ‘Allen Gardiner,” which has not returned yet, although It Is

FUEUIAN NATIVES IN BARK CANOE.

now three months and a half since she went away. After our’outbreak
of smallpox was over, a canoe came In one day from the south, and the
men said they had heard there was much sickness at Wollaston, so,
fearing the Infection might have spread there, and knowing the Burleighs
would be glad of help, | borrowed a small boat of the storekeeper on
the Government shore, and, taking five natives, went down to see him.
We were fortunate going down, as we had'a N.W. wind, and ran down
In two days. Leaving here Monday 7.30 AM, we arrived there Tuesday 12
P.M | then rested my men two days, as they had had some hard pulling,
and | also was a little weary of sitting Iin the boat; and as there was no
sickness at all, except that Parry Williams was bleeding like poor Robert
Yenowa did, | gid what | could for him, but found that Mr. Burleigh had

already tried almost everything possible.

“We attempted to leave on the Friday with apparently a good S.W.
wind, but were no sooner clear of the small islands than 1t came on too
strong for our small craft, and we had to run back under one of th
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Islands, on which we safely landed, and fortunately took out of the boat
most of our provisions, as there then occurred what might have been a
most serious accident by one of the crew pushing off the boat without
having made her fast, so that, the wind being right off the island, she
rapidly drifted away, and was carried over to the other side of the
channel. For some minutes we were greatly afraid that the strong tide
running would carry her out to sea, but by God’s mercy, and In answer
to earnest prayer, the wind proved the stronger, and she got safely across,
but only, we were afraid, to be broken on the rocks; but then one of
those wonderful well-timed interventions of our loving Father’s power
took place, the wind suddenly died away, and the Dboat quietly
stranded In a rough but not by any means the roughest spot. For-
tunately the island we were on was In sight of Mr. Burleigh’s station,
and we signalled to him for his boat by means of fires, &c., which, after
a long delay, he sent, having at first thought that we only wished to
snhow him we were safe ; and thus we got our own boat safely back,
apparently uninjured, and the next morning we attempted to start, but
again It blew hard, and we found that the foot of the mast was split by
the knocking about she had received the day before, and was rapidly
becoming worse, so | ordered the boat round, and determined to go back
for Sunday to Mr. Burleigh’s place, and there spent a most happy and
profitable day. Then on Monday, as Mr. Burleigh’s store was com-
pletely out, and his private supplies getting low, | saild he had better send
his boat with me to fetch provisions for them, and again we started and
worked our way up Grevy Island nearly half way, where we landed, as it
was constantly blowing' fresher and fresher. There we built two wig-
wams, and passed five fairly miserable days, as It hailed, snowed, rained,
and blew all the time ; and as | had given Mr. Burleigh about half our
supplies to keep things going till his boat returned, we got very low In
the matter of provisions, or at least | did, as the natives had a good
supply of whale-blubber and other delectable things to keep them going
for some time.

“On Friday matters culminated In a veritable hurricane. | deter-
mined If things did not improve to walk back to Mr. Burleigh’s place on
Saturday, the boats to follow when they could. | lay down therefore
at night determined to take the weather of the next day as the expression
of God’s will for me ; It then seemed blowing harder than ever, but In
the morning when | awoke at 4.30 1t was quite calm, and a nice fair wind
blowing from the S.W., and away we started at 5.30, getting across to
Navarine Island (as | decided to go to Mr. Bridge’s place) In five hours,
and then the wind fell away, and 1t came on to snow, but my plucky
friends the natives were not to be beaten, and pulled on hour after hour
till 2.30 p.m., when we went ashore and made a fire to get some coffee
and warmth. At 3.15 we went on again, the natives pulling like clock-
work till 7.30, when we again landed and made a fire. | then begged
the natives to stop the night; but no, they said this channel was now



1O SOUTH AMERICAN MISSIONARY MAGAZINE, JAN. |, 1891.

calm, and that on the morrow we might have a head wind and not be
able to get on,pso away, we went, on and ona the snow still pitilessly
falling, all of us wet to the skin, and the night very dark and chilly, until
1.30 a.m., when we got out Iinto the Beagle Channel and pulled in behind
a little islet, just opposite Mr. Bridge’s place ; here we made a big fire,
and all lay down round It, and got a delicious sleep for about three and
a half hours, at least | did, notwithstanding that | was so wet. At 4 A.M.
Edmund awoke me, and | found a steaming pannikin of cocoa beside me,
which | managed to swallow with a biscuit | had kept in reserve, and
then we got under way again, and with a favourable wind made across
to Mr. Bridge’s, arriving on Sunday morning at 7.45 aAm. Here | had a
most kind, genuine, and hearty welcome ; and a good warm bath, change
of clothes, and hearty breakfast soon made me feel all right again. On
Monday the ‘ Villarino’ came In on her way to Ooshoola, so | asked for
a passage for Mrs. Hemmings (who had come down for a change after
her hard work with the smallpox hospital) and myself, which was kindly
granted, and we arrived safely at Ooshoola on Tuesday morning at
9.30 a.m., | having been away a fortnight and one day. | was much
grieved to find that three babies and a man had died of the hooping-
cough during my absence, Including, | am sorry to say, poor Henry
Katannash’s little girl Katie, who had only just recovered from the
smallpox.”

. s ROBERTSON writes Dbriefly as
follows

“ Chanaral, October 23, 1390.

“1 have much pleasure In enclosing with this my

return and cash statement for the quarter ending De-

cember 15. WIill you kindly hand to Captain Poulden

the papers which belong to his department? QOur con-

gregations lately have been better than In the winter. School-work

goes on as usual. | find some of my native pupils much improved. |
hope to go to Las Animas on Saturday.

“There are many Improvements proposed for our district, and we
hope soon to be In communication with Pueblo Hundido, and thence
with Copiapé by rail. The idea Is to prolong the railway from Las
Animas Into the Interior, where many copper mines are Idle, but which
could be worked with advantage If the railway reached them. At present
the system of mule carts Is too expensive.”
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M ite!

HE Rev Midgley writes, enclosing Mr. F
Holms’ first report

“Pernambuco, ¥ 1890.
Y1 herewith enclose Mr. Holms monthly
from which we have, | think,, reason to hope that he has
made He has met with some difficulties

This Is not surprising, considering the constant changes of
the native officials with whom the missionary has to deal. . . .

“The raillway authorities have long known that the chaplain is willing
to give their English employees a service from time to time If they will
only make the necessary arrangements.

“ Our greatest difficulty for some time has been the want of a suitable
man to take charge of the Sailors’ Home. Till such a man be found this
will be a weak pai't of our work.”

Report of Mr. F. Holms, Missionary to Seamen In the
port of Pernambuco —

“The following Is an account of the work of the Mission and Sailors’
Home since the departure of Mr. Walker on October 9, 1890 :—

“The first few days | spent In going over the Home, examining
everything In stock In the way of bedding, cooking utensils, crockery,
&c., &c., and found a serious lack of beds and Dblankets, although
sufficient for present need, as there are very few Inmates ; In fact, the
Home has been closed for half the month. The Lingueta, too, Is all but
free of beach loafers.

“The first Sunday after entering upon the work there was no service
for seamen because previous engagements with a native congregation
prevented ; but | preached twice In Portuguese on that day.

“On October 19 | went to Cabo, as previously arranged by Mr.
Walker, to conduct worship among the English residents there according
to the Church of England service by their express wish.

“On Sunday, October 25, held service on board the ‘Argomene.’
Not well attended. On the Friday evening previous we had an enter-
tainment on board the |Ahiel Abbott,” of New York, consisting of
J. B. Gough’s temperance lecture, entitled, “Will 1t pay ?” and some
solos from £Flowers and Fruits,’ the men picking up the choruses readily
and with spirit.  Over twenty were present.

“1 have visited during the month—Four English steamers, seven
English and American salling vessels, one German sailing vessel, four
Norwegian sailing vessels. Total, sixteen. | visited nearly all twice
and some three times, leaving on board papers and journals both
secular and religious, and conversing with men on things spiritual and
eternal as opportunity offered.
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“1 visited the hospital regularly twice a week. There are very few
European inmates.

“ Considerable trouble has again been caused about the Custom-
house licence for visiting the vessels In port. | had heard that the Ie@ve
had been curtalled from 9 p.m. to sunset only, and to be renewed monthly;
but when | presented my request | was told that even this could not be
allowed any longer, but that | must take out a licence for every occasion
of visiting. At this, | went to the Inspector of the Custom-house, and
explained to him what a serious expense and Inconvenience this would
be, and also how the first restriction of time prevented me from seeing
the men when most opportune, that Is, of an evening after their work IS
done. | also Indicated that my duties are only among foreign sailors,
and that | did not seek to Interfere with Brazilians. Finally the
Inspector Instructed the Guarda Mor to grant me the licence as | wished
It, that 1s, monthly, and for visiting until 9 p.m., as formerly.

“The arsenal authorities, too, during the month seized the mission

boat and my own for not being licensed, and the regaining of them cost
seventeen milreis and a good deal of time.”

Mr. P. J. Walker, recently appointed to the work

amongst the seamen In the port of Buenos Avyres,
writes —

“S'S. Thames, near R10 deJaneiro, October 13, 1890.

“You will see by this that | am on my way to Buenos Ayres at last.
The day | sent my last letter to you | recelved a telegram which had
been sent four days previously from Buenos Ayres, but had been mis-
directed by the Brazilian telegraph clerks. 1 at once decided to leave
by this steamer on account of my wife’s health. That only allowed a
week to do everything, but as the local committee knew that | was going
sooner or later 1t was sufficient. | left on the 9th. A meeting was
called to recelve my resignation and to appoint my successor and his
salary. This was settled, and a resolution passed that a testimonial
be presented to me. As the time was very limited and some of the
community absent, | wa's told It would have to be sent on to me. | was
very much pleased with the feeling shown. | held a service In the fore-
castle last night In company with an evangelist who went down with
Mr. Matthews. | was not feeling very well, having lost my lunch and
dinner, and the ship lifting pretty much In a rough sea. But we found
some of the negro sailors singing hymns accompanied by a concertina.
Some soon got to work. | gave out some hymn-sheets, and the hymns

the sailor could not play | played myself. Mr. Wright gave a short
address, and | followed. The service lasted about an hour.”

The following testimony to the good work being done
by the missionary In the port of R1o de Janeiro has been
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received with pleasure from the Rev. H. Mosley, Chaplain
to the British Residents —

“Mr. Hooper Is capable, both In body and mind, of considerable
experience In the ways and thoughts of sailors ; knows how to treat and
to “tackle ’ them, and Is acceptable with captains of ships. As to his
powers of preaching and addressing sailors, | have the testimony of two
Independent witnesses, one from a Mr. H. Tucker, an American Minister,
and now agent for an American Bible Society In Brazil ; the other from
Mr. David Law, organist of the American Methodist Church here, and
formerly the provider and chief support of Mr. Soper’s Mission for the
brief time that it lasted, and well known by Major Evered Poole, of
Southampton. These have both attended at times Mr. Hooper’s services
on shipboard, and both testify to his having considerable abilities In

preaching. One of them says: “| have been delighted with the plain,
straightforward gospel truth that he preached.’”

N the management of the affairs of the South American
Missionary Soclety 1t I1s from time to time expedient
that money be borrowed for the purposes of the Society,
IN anticipation of subscriptions coming In or other assets
of the Soclety being realised ; but such borrowing cannot
be effected without one or more members of the Soclety
making himself or themselves primarily and personally
responsible to the lenders for the amounts borrowed, a@d at

this date certain members are thus primarily and personally responsible
to the Society’ bankers for thirteen hundred pounds. To protect them
from this hability i1t has been decided to establish a Guarantee Fund
of ,£3,000, to which all members and friends of the Society are
Invited to subscribe. The total hability of each quarantor will
IN N0 event exceed the amount set opposite his or her name, and
any guarantor may withdraw by giving three months’ previous notice
In writing to the secretary. Twelve hundred pounds (In two sSums
of £200 each, seven sums of ,£100 each, and two of ,£50 each) has
already been guaranteed by members of the Committee, who hope that
other members and friends of the Society will come forward to share the
llability. It 1s but just that the three gentlemen who are responsible to
the bankers should feel that they have a force behind them .In case of
need ; but we are well assured they will never have occasion to call out
that force, or even In such case only for a brief period while money Is.
coming In.
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PORT FAMINE—STRAITS OF MAGELLAN.

HIS place of melancholy Interest Is frequently mentioned In

Captain Gardiner's journals. Not only was It resorted to

by the Patagonian Indians for bartering purposes with the

Spanish-speaking residents, but Captain Gardiner himself

at one time proposed, In spite of Its unpropitious name, to

draw from 1t occasional supplies. 11was originally named

Philippville by the Spaniards, when in 1581, impressed with

the Importance of the situation, they planted a colony and

built a town there. In their feverish thirst for South American gold, In

the mad pursuit of which almost every human obligation was forgotten

or set aside, the Spaniards forgot even their fellow-countrymen, and,

through their neglect, In less than seven years the colony of 400 persons

was reduced by famine to a single individual. Cavendish, the intrepid

navigator, arrived there in 1587, just In time to hear the painful story from

the lips of the sole survivor, and, to perpetuate the melancholy history

of the spot, named It Port Famine. Captain Weddell, from whose

Interesting account the above Is gathered, adds : “ From the report given

of the enchanting beauties of this place by Commodore Byron we may

suppose that there was a want of Industry on the part of the inhabitants,

as well as neglect In the Government of Spain In not sending supplies
till the land could be cultivated and grain brought to maturity.”
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consequence of the larger donations for the year 1890 com-
paring to the present time unfavourably with those of 1889 t0
the amount of about £ 1,000, we contint
and our scanty reserve fund, which is still seriously imperilled,
urgently needs special help. We here take the opportunity of reminding
our honorary secretaries and supporters that in view of closing the
accounts for the year as early as possible, we shall be glad of prompt
remittances of balances from associations.
We-would also urge upon our friends the importance of obtaining
pulpits, and drawing-room and other meetings, where the work of the
Socliety can be made known and fresh interest kindled. There Is no part

of the world In which Christian effort I1Is more needed than In South
America. Wil each subscriber endeavour to get another?

<E cannot recall any month for a long series of years which
shows so good a record of active work In the provinces
as last November. No fewer than one hundred sermons
and meetings are reported In the month’s registers, and

these, we find, produced about ”200, which was
obtained at a cost of £2 We have to thank the

Revs. W. Ledger and H. A.

which they did for us In counties Limerick, Cork, and
Tyrone, and a large number of other kind friends who helped at single
meetings In their own neighbourhood, or occupied some one pulpit on
our behalf. But for such assistance such a record as we have mentioned
would plainly have been impossible. Our newly appointed chaplain for
Lota, the Rev. W. H. EIlkin, assisted Mr. Martlew at Nottingham and

IVIr,

Trinity Church In the same University. The testimony of the Master oi
Corpus, coming from a Head of a House, Is so valuable that we print
It below. Sermons at Newmarket on the 30th produced the largest

£
M * A

In Antrim and Down, and seems to have succeeded fairly well, though
the weather was often adverse. The Clerical Secretary kindly took his
place at Chobham, where the gatherings were about the same as last
year.

It 1S proposed to hold a meeting of provincial deputations at our
office on January 8, at 3p.m., after the annual prayer meeting, to lay out the
programme for the New Year. We shall gladly welcome any who may
be willing to volunteer service In preaching or lecturing.
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On Tuesday afternoon a meeting was held In the Martyn Memorial
Hall, Market Street, Cambridge, In aid of the South American Mis-
sionary Soclety. The Rev. the Master of Corpus presided, and there
were also present the Rev. H. B. Beedham (the local secretary), the Rev.
E. B. Birks, the Rev. W. E. Martlew, the Rev. W. H. Elkin (proceeding
to Lota), and many others.

After the meeting had been opened with prayer,

The chairman o0Dbserved that they were invited that afternoon to
promote the work which was a part of the great missionary work of the
Church, and though It might seem to be but a part, It was a very vast
one. As they looked on the map of South America, and considered how
vast that continent was to which they were asked to help In sending the
Gospel, they must feel they might well have a separate missionary society
for South America. The thought had occurred to him, and he dared say
It had to many others In these busy days, when every man should care
for the welfare of his fellow-men, why could not they have one missionary
soclety to do all the work. Yet he thought, apart from the circumstances
which led to the formation of that Society, there was almost a sense of
relief In being able to turn to that one continent—or half of the great
continent of America—a little wnile, and let their thoughts rest on It as
the scene of the labours of the Christian missionaries, which they were
asked to help. There was In the origin of that Society a great deal, he
thought, which seemed to justify Its existence—f amissionary soclety ever
needed justification—and to call upon them to maintain it and Increase
Its efficiency. Started In the year 1844 by a magnificent specimen of a
British commander, the late lamented Commander Allen Gardiner, who
knew something of the perils of the Horn and the character of the people
gathered on those inclement coasts, and then, for a time after his death,
falling Into abeyance, It revived again some forty years ago, and had
been steadily carried on, Increasing In efficiency. That Society now
came to them and said, “ Will you help us In the work, or stand up and
look on, or will you discourage us ?” He was sure their answer would
be that they In Cambridge would do what they could to help on
what they knew to be the work of God In that vast continent. The work
seemed to him to combine three distinct and very Important branches,
and he did not know that they could be combined except by having a
separate society for the purpose. Primarily, he thought, they regarded
the work of that Society as a mission to the natives who were scattered
over the various parts of South America ; secondly, there was a mission
to their own countrymen, who, In Increasing numbers, were settling
there ; and then, thirdly, there was that very important work of missions
to seamen In the great ports on the South American seaboard. He only
emphasised the last because he thought every seaman who was, by God’s
grace, converted to Him, was a missionary. He was doing a missionary
work on the ship Iin which he sailed, and carried the Gospel of Christ to
every port which he touched at. He was pleased to see what a prominent
place It took In the work of the South American Missionary Society.
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